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• Marriage and succession are foundational 

aspects of family law that impact every 

individual. These areas of law ensure that our 

legal rights and responsibilities towards our 

families are protected.

 While many of us work tirelessly for the 

benefit of our families, legal awareness and 

the preparation of key documents such as wills

and marriage contracts can make a crucial 

difference in safeguarding our legacies and 

ensuring the smooth transition of assets.

Why is this topic important?
Key Focus Areas in Today’s Session:

 The laws surrounding succession.

 Understanding the importance of wills

and the implications of dying intestate

(without a will).

 How to prepare legal documents to 

protect your loved ones and ensure 

your assets are distributed according to 

your wishes.
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 What is Succession Law?

o Governs the distribution of a 

person’s property after their death.

o Types:

 Testate Succession: With a 

will

 Intestate Succession: Without 

a will

Overview of Succession Law

 Applicable Laws in Uganda

o 1995 Constitution of Uganda

o Succession Act (Cap 268)

o Administrator General’s Act 

(Cap 264)
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 Definition: A legal document stating how a person’s property will be distributed 

after death.

 Key Points:

o Must be written to be enforceable.

o A will can be altered via a codicil.

o Key contents: appointing executors, distribution of property, funeral 

arrangements, etc.

Testate Succession – What Is a Will?
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 Section 47, Succession Act:

o Written on any material.

o Must be signed by the testator in the 

presence of a witness.

o Witnesses must sign as well.

 Factors That May Invalidate a Will:

o Coercion, forgery, undue influence, or 

mistakes.

Formal Requirements of 
a Valid Will

 Process:

o Wills can be changed during 

a person's lifetime.

o Alterations must follow 

legal processes.

Revocation, Alteration, 
and Revival of Wills
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 Process:

o Wills can be changed during a 

person's lifetime.

o Alterations must follow legal 

processes.

Revocation, Alteration, and 
Revival of Wills
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 What Happens?

o Property is distributed according to legal rules.

o Priority order: spouse, children, and close blood relatives.

 Section 22, Succession Act:

o Addresses devolution of residential holdings.

Intestate Succession – When There Is No Will
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 Distribution Guidelines:

o If there’s a spouse and children:

 Spouse: 20%, Children: 75%, Others: 5%

o Spouse only: 50%, Dependent relatives: 40%, Others: 10%

 Challenges:

o No recognition of unmarried partners without a will.

Distribution of Property Under 
Intestate Succession
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 20% of the estate is reserved for:

o Minor children, students under 25, and children with 

disabilities.

o This portion is held in trust for their education, maintenance, 

and welfare.

Special Provisions for Lineal 
Descendants
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 Who Gets Legal Authority?

o Grant of Probate: Issued when there is a valid will.

o Letters of Administration: Issued when there is no will.

 Executor’s Responsibilities:

o Collecting assets, paying debts, and distributing according to 

the will.

Administration of Estates – Grants 
of Representation
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Procedures for Obtaining a Grant of Probate
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 When is It Needed?

o In the absence of a will 

or if an executor is 

unavailable.

Procedure for 
Letters of 
Administration

Application Procedure

• Report death to the Admnistrator General

• Open a file and sanction it

• Officer calls a Family meeting

• Proposed administrator applies for a certificate of no objection

• A certificate of no objection is given with in a week

• Proposed administrator petition to the High Court

• When no caveat is lodged, petitioner shall appear for

identification

• The Judge shall grant the letter

• The Appointed administrator shall cause an advertisement in the

newspapers

• Inventory
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 Where to Apply for Probate or Letters of Administration:

o High Court: For estates over UGX 50 million.

o Chief Magistrate’s Court: For estates under UGX 50 million.

Jurisdiction of Courts
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 Importance of understanding family law for succession 

planning.

 Ensuring family members are protected through proper legal 

documents.

 Q&A Time: Addressing specific queries related to marriage 

and succession.

Conclusion and Key Takeaways
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Thank 
You!

legal@upstu.org
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